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Horatio Nelson (1758-1805)
Horatio Nelson entered the Royal Naval College in January 1771 at the age of twelve. He studied excellently and passed his lieutenant's examination more than a year under the official age in 1777.
Nelson's bravery as a naval commander was never doubted by his contemporaries. He always led his men by his own example. He first made his name at the battle of St. Vincent in February 1797, during which he captured two enemy ships. During the wars against France in the 1790s he took part in many sea battles and lost his right arm and the sight in his right eye.
Besides his personal bravery, Nelson was a skilful commander enjoying great love and devotion of the men who served under him: they were ready to die for him.
Nelson took daring but calculated risks. He openly disobeyed his superiors when he thought it necessary. At the battle of Copenhagen in 1801 the Com-mander-in-Chief Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, thought that the British were losing, and he hoisted the signal on his flagship5: "Stop fighting". Nelson, on his ship, put the telescope to his blind eye and exclaimed: "/ really do not see the signal!" He continued fighting until the Danish surrendered.
Nelson sailed from England for the last time in 1805, as Commander in-Chief of the British fleet to meet France and Spain at Cape Trafalgar7, the most south-westerly point of Spain.
At Nelson's instruction, the famous signal was hoisted on the flagship: "England expects that every man will do his duty".
As the battle raged around, Nelson was on deck. A musket ball fired from a French ship struck him in the left shoulder and pierced one of his lungs. The wound was mortal. He died a few hours after that. But before he died he learned that he had won a great victory.
Admiral Nelson is Britain's national hero. A tall column crowned with his statue stands in Trafalgar Square in London, in memory of this great man.
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George Gordon Byron (1788-1824)
George Gordon Byron, one of the greatest poets of England, was born in London in an old aristocratic but poor family. After the death of his father in 1791, his mother took him to Aberdeen in Scotland, where the boy spent his childhood. At the age of ten he inherited the title of Lord and returned to England. He lived in the family castle which was situated near Nottingham close to the famous Sherwood Forest. He studied at Harrow, then at Cambridge Universi-ty. When he was 21, he became a member of the House of Lords. In 1809 he travelled abroad and vis-ited Portugal, Spain, Albania, Greece and Turkey, He returned home in 1811.
His speeches in the House of Lords in defence of the Luddites and the oppressed Irish people caused universal irritation. When he and his wife parted after an unhappy marriage, his enemies seized this opportunity and began to persecute him. The poet was accused of immorality and had to leave his na-tive country.
In May 1816 Byron went to Switzerland, where he made friends with his great contemporary, the poet Percy B. Shelley. At the end of 1816 he went to Italy, where he became actively engaged in the movement for the liberation of Italy from Austrian rule. In the summer of 1823 he went to Greece to fight for the liberation of that country from Turkish oppression.
Byron's creative work is usually divided into four periods.
During the London period (1812-1816) he wrote the first two cantos of Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, his fa-mous lyrics Hebrew Melodies, and Oriental poems.
In the Swiss period (1816 May-October) Byron wrote the third eanto of Childe Harold's Pilgrimage, The Prisoner of Chillon, and the philosophic drama Manfred.
During the Italian period (1816-1823), which is considered to be the most important and mature one, he wrote the last canto of Childe Harold's Pilgrim-age, and the novel in verse Don Juan, in which he gave a great satirical panorama of the European so-cial life of his time.
During the short months of the Greek period (1823-1824) Byron wrote little: just some lyrical poems, one of which is On this Day I Complete my Thirty-sixth Year. The poet's thirty-sixth year was to be his last: he fell seriously ill and died on April 19, 1824. Deeply mourned all over Greece, he be-came a symbol of liberation struggle and a Greek national hero.
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Walter Scott (1771-1832)
Sir Walter Scott, a Scottish writer, a born story-teller and master of dialogue, one of the greatest historical novelists, was born in Edinburgh. His fa-ther was a lawyer and his mother - the daughter of a professor of medicine.
In his childhood he heard from his grandparents many stories and legends of the past. The boy had a great interest for these stories. He also learned many songs and legends of the Highlands. Some of his an-cestors had fought on the side of Prince Charles Ed-ward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) when he was trying to seize the throne. This gave the young boy that life-long love for the Highlanders and their coun-try which is evident in much of his writing. Scott himself said, "I had a very strong prejudice in favour of the Stuart family, which I had originally got from the songs and tales of the Highlanders".
In 1778, at the age of seven, the boy went to the famous Royal High School of Edinburgh, where he became very good at Latin. In 1783, when he was twelve, he entered Edinburgh University, where he remained for two years. During this time he learned Italian, Spanish and French. Later, in 1789-1792, he studied arts and law.
Scott made himself famous as a poet and — to a much greater extent — as the author of numerous historical novels.
Scott's work shows the influence of the 18th centu-ry Enlightenment. He believed that every human was basically decent, regardless of class, religion, poli-tics or ancestry. Tolerance is a major theme in his historical works. His novels express the belief of the author in the need for social progress that does not reject the traditions of the past. He was the first novelist to portray peasant characters sympatheti-cally and realistically, and was equally just to mer-chants, soldiers, and even kings.
Scott often wrote about the conflicts between dif-ferent cultures. Ivanhoe (1791) deals with the strug-gle between Normans and Saxons, and The Talisman describes the conflict between Christians and Muslims. The novels devoted to Scottish history deal with clashes between the new commercial English culture and the older Scottish culture.
Scott's knowledge of history is remarkable, and his descriptions of historical events are very talent-ed. His works are translated into many languages of the world.
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Charles Dickens (1812-1870)
Charles Dickens was born in 1812, in the family of a clerk. He got his primary education at a small school in Chatham, and from his mother who was a well-educated woman.
In the 1821 the Dickens family moved to London. Mr. Dickens was heavily in debt and finally was tak-en to a debtors prison. Charles got a job at a black-ing factory in the East End of London. This was the most unhappy time of all his life. Later he learned shorthand and did some reporting in the House of Commons for newspapers. Being a reporter, he went all over the country, getting news, writing stories and meeting people.
In 1833 Dickens wrote a number of sketches, which were published under the title Sketches by Boz. And in 1836 he suddenly became famous. It happened like this. A firm of publishers had a number of pictures by a humorous artist. They wanted to get some short texts to illustrate them, so that the pictures and arti-cles could appear together in a magazine in fortnight-ly parts. Someone suggested giving the job to the young newspaper reporter Charles Dickens. Dickens liked the job and took it, and that is how the book Pickwick Papers came into being. The book is about Mr. Pick-wick and his three friends, who decide to travel about England and send to the Pickwick club in London an account of their journeys and their observations of the people they meet on these journeys. The humour of the book consists in the absurd situations which  Mr. Pickwick and his friends get into. The book was a great success with the reading public, and Dickens at once became the most popular novelist of his time.
The rest of the writer's life is a story of work without rest. He wrote novel after novel. At the same time he was editing newspapers and magazines, vis-iting America, Italy, Switzerland, France; giving readings from his books to huge crowds of people.
In Dickens"s novels we find a sharp criticism of social injustice. He had seen so much evil as a child, that he burned with the desire to fight it. So, in Oliver Twist he attacks the cruel workhouse treatment of children, in Nicholas Nickleby the evils of badly-run schools, in Little Dorrit the tragedy of the debtors' prison, in Bleak House the slowness of the law.
Critics often say that Dickens made his characters unreal, strange, non-tr ue to life. However, thanks to the writer's great talent, these characters become alive in his pages. They were real enough for Dickens. And so we believe in his characters because he believed in them himself. He shows us a great moving picture of everyday life and everyday people.
The strain of the writer's continual work brought about his sudden death in 1870. He lies buried in Westminster Abbey, but as he wished it, with noth-ing on the stone except his name "Charles Dickens."
